
SASSY BUT CLASSY LADIES 
 

 

 

 

HISTORY 
Our mission is to promote and develop bowling activities, fellowship and fun, and to compete 

competitively. We participate in local, state, and national bowling tournaments as teams or 

individual bowlers representing SBCL, as well as sponsor social activities. 

We currently have nearly 100 members. Our Club prides itself on support to the community 

through the Walk-For-The-Cure (Breast Cancer) and our adopted school, Flintstone Elementary. 



Dena Spain, Founder 
 

 
I pondered the thought of starting a ladies bowling club. Well, after discussing some of 

my thoughts with family and friends, they gave me the nudge to go ahead and try it. I 

sent out emails to all of the female bowlers that I was associated with asking if they 

would be interested in joining a ladies bowling club-the responses was unanimous. "I 

couldn't believe it". 

 

My vision was to participate in bowling tournaments as well as to fellowship, and have fun 

whenever together. The club started out with approximately 25 members and has grown 

beyond belief. To date, every member plays an important part in keeping my vision alive. 

 

God was definitely in my corner when I took this step forward. There is no age restriction 

or bowling qualification to join. If you like "to mix and mingle, travel as a group, and just 

let your hair down and have some good old fashion fun, then this is the club for you." Just 

know, wherever we go, we make a statement. There have been interests from women out 

of state such as New York, Florida, and Atlanta. One member puts a smile on my face 

when she implies "we're going international". 

 

"Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen" (Hebrews 11:1). 



Sheila Wise, Co-Founder 
 

 

 
In the beginning it was thought about what could and would happen starting a bowling club 

with Dena Spain as the Founder and me, (Weezie Wise), as the Co-Founder. Once we got 

started, the word got out about our Club and things we were doing. We went from a small 

group of ladies to where we are now. We are not just about bowling, as we fellowship with 

one another, give back to the community, and have events where family and friends may 

participate. 

 

It has been a joy and pleasure to be the Co-Founder of the Sassy But Classy Ladies 

Bowling Club. I am always in awe about the things we do as a Club. 

 

My phrase about our Club is "And this is how we roll". So come join us and see how we roll. 



The first meeting with potential members, hosted by founder, Dena Spain, and cofounder, 

Sheila Wise, was held on July 18, 2009. Those present were given an overview of the vision of 

the founder and was presented by-laws for review and/or change and acceptance. After meeting 

with the potential members, several volunteered to aid “It's A Family Affair Child Care” 

personnel in hosting a strike-a-thon to raise money for the St. Jude's Research Center. 

 

Also, in the beginning, the original club name was "Divas in Control", but after bowling in a 

tournament in Fredericksburg, Virginia (Alice tournament), there was another group there with a 

similar name and Dena Spain, founder, immediately changed the name. In September 2009, the 

Sassy But Classy Ladies Bowling Club was created. 

 

The positions for office were announced and nominations made. At the August meeting, 

nominees were presented and voted for office. In September 2009, the following ladies 

were installed as the first officers of the Sassy But Classy Ladies Bowling Club for the 

term 2009 -2011: 

 

President – Renee Davis 

Vice President – Deborah Johnson 

Secretary – Melissa Cromartie 

Treasurer – Angela Poe 

Sergeant at Arms – Morganna Gleaton 

 

The members voted that our club colors would be apple green and lavender. From there, the 

club proceeded to prepare for our first official bowling tournament with club shirts. First, 

Morganna Gleaton developed a logo for the shirts. After some tweeking, our club logo was 

born: 
 

 



 

 

Sassy But Classy Ladies participated in the 65th NCAUSBCA Women's City as the first official 

SBCL bowling tournament in Chantilly, Virginia on March 20-21, 2010. 



The first Holiday Party December 2010 
 



 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

    

       

      



One of our members qualified and won big in the National-in-League tournament sponsored 

by AMF May 2011. 
 

 

First Annual Family Fun Day September 2011 
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The 2011 – 2013 Officers elected in August and installed in September 2011 were: 

• Serena Goodwin – President 

• Deborah Johnson – Vice President 

• Marsha Taylor – Secretary 

• Angie Poe – Treasurer 

• Glenda Davis – Sergeant-at-Arms* 

• Melissa Cromartie – Events Planner 

• Algeria Tate – Assistant Event Planner 

*Glenda Davis stepped down from this position during her term. At the February 25, 2012 

meeting, Shelby Hollins was nominated to complete the term. 

Having members who are Breast Cancer survivors, the Club held its own fundraiser for the 

Susan B. Komen Breast Cancer fund by raising $1000.00 and participating in the Walk-for- 

the-Cure in June 2011. 
 



We continued to support Breast Cancer Awareness by bowling in the Bowl-for-the-Cure 

fundraising event. 

 

 

SBCL formed its first bowling league as a summer trios league in May 2012 at the Marlow 

Heights Bowling Center on Tuesday evenings. Initially the league was limited to members of 

the SBCL bowling club, but later extended to other ladies who are not members of the Club. 

Only members of SBCL are allowed to become officers of the league. The first officers were: 

 

• President – Deborah Johnson Vice-President – Morganna Gleaton 

• Secretary – Amanda Wise Treasurer – Dena Spain 

• Sgt-At-Arms – Sheila Wise 



The club extended its community service by adopting a Title I (Title I is a federally funded 

program reauthorized by the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001) school, Flintstone Elementary, in 

2012. 
 

Flintstone Elementary School principal, Ms. Brandi Mitchell, with Sassy But Classy Ladies, 

from left: Vanessa Wiseman, Sandra Collins, Brenda Barnett-Johnson, Deborah Johnson, Dena 

Spain, and Algeria Tate, on Back to School Night. 

The members collected donations for Back-to-School night that included school supplies such as 

paper, pencils, notebooks, erasers, etc. to help students prepare for the start of school. 
 

Pictured from left to right are Vanessa Wiseman, Algeria Tate, Brenda Barnett-Johnson, 

Serena Goodwin, Deborah Johnson and Dena Spain. 



Members voted unanimously for the officers to continue service during 2013-2015. Shelby 

Hollins was officially elected Sergeant-at-Arms. 

Sassy But Classy Ladies Bowling Club website was developed in 2013. Our webpage has 

important information for our members, including monthly meeting minutes, by-laws, upcoming 

tournament information, events/activities, and entertaining pictures. The site is open to 

prospective members who can view what Sassy But Classy Ladies is all about! 

 

First Annual Mother’s Day Event 
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2015 TNBA National Tournament Senior Women’s Doubles 

First Place Winners 
 

Serena Goodwin and Dena Spain 

This was their first time participating in the TNBA National tournament. Dena bowled with a 

161 average (career high game and set of 276 and 688). Serena bowled with a 162 average 

(career high game and set of 279 and 654). 

 

2015 - 2017 Officers elected in August and installed in September 2015 were: 

 

Serena Goodwin – President Algeria Tate - Vice President 

 

 

Vanessa Wiseman – Secretary Angela Collick - Treasurer 
 



 

Shelby Hollins Dena Spain Sheila Wise 

Sergeant at Arms Founder Co-Founder 

   
 

 

Marie Lomax Melissa Cromartie-Holton Bonita Bell 

Tournament Coordinator Events Planner Events Coordinator 

   

Resigned  Volunteered 

September 2016 September 2016 

Resigned October 2017 



SBCL made the cover of Bowl Magazine Summer 2015 issue 

participating in the Women’s Championship tournament 
 



Sassy But Classy Ladies made the Summer 2016 issue of Bowl Magazine. Sassy But Classy 

Ladies 2, participating in the NCAUSBCA 71st Annual Women’s Championship Bowling 

Tournament, won 1st place. Team members were Brenda Barnett-Johnson (Tweeti), Jeannie 

Malone, Sandra Collins, and Clara Colbert. 
 



ADDITIONAL PHOTOS 
 

Priscilla Mack (left) is congratulated by Angela Leach-Giles, 

and Barbara James receives "fives" after scoring a strike. 

 

Contest winners included (from left) Manna Reid, Dena Spain, and Mona Wheeler. 



Women’s National Championship Tournament held in Las Vegas, Nevada in June 2016 showed 

appreciation to Marie Lomax, SBCL Tournament Coordinator, as the Coordinator who had the most 

teams participating in a particular squad. Bowl Magazine also interviewed Marie for the Summer 2016 

issue. 
 



Having received much attention with our club shirts and logo, the club determined it was time 

to invest in hiring an attorney to register our logo with the United States (US) Patent and 

Trademark Office. This will ensure no other bowling club can use our logo on their shirts. If so, 

having the logo registered gives us the opportunity to file for infringement on our trademark 

should another club try to use our logo. Our logo was approved as a Service Mark (being SBCL 

is a service organization) by the US Patent and Trademark Office on August 16, 2016. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Reg. No. 5,020,757 

Registered Aug. 16, 2016 

Int. CI.: 41 

Service Mark 

Principal Register 

Dena B. Spain (UNITED STATES INDIVIDUAL), OBA Sassy But Classy Ladies Bowling 

Club, 

60I New Orchard Place 

Upper Marlboro, MD 20774 

CLASS 41: Entertainment se rvices, namely, organizing and operating a bowling team that 

competes in tournaments and other events 

FIRST USE 10-31-2009 ; IN COMMERCE 10-31-2009 

 

The mark consists of a bowling ball and three bowling pins cove red by a wide-br immed ladies' 

hat with a peripheral ribbon; the shading in the mark is for shaing purposes o nly and does not refer 

to any color. 

SER. NO. 86-789,985, FILED 10-16 - 2015 

JAY K FLOWERS, EXAMINING ATTORNEY 

 

 

 
 

Director of the United States 
Patent and Trademark Office 

 

 

 

 



Sassy But Classy Ladies attend the 

NCAUSBCA Hall of Fame installation Dinner 

at Joint Base Bolling October 8, 2016 
 

 

 



Sassy But Classy Ladies celebrate the holidays 

at a Christmas Jazz Brunch at Colony South on December 17, 2016 
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2017 - 2019 Officers elected in August and installed in September 2017 were: 

Serena Goodwin – President 

Algeria Tate - Vice President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sheila Small – Secretary 

Angela Collick – Treasurer 

Shelby Hollins - Sergeant at Arms 
 

 

 

Deborah Johnson 

Events Coordinator 

Volunteered November 2017 

Resigned September 2022 

 

*Officers were reelected unanimously in August 2019 

for another term 2019 - 2021 



SASSY BUT CLASSY LADIES HOST TEACHER APPRECIATION DAY AT 

FLINSTONE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL MAY 2018 
 



SASSY BUT CLASSY LADIES ENJOY AN EVENING TOGETHER 
 

 



SASSY BUT CLASSY LADIES CHAMPIONSHIP WINNERS 

SENIOR TOURNAMENT 2018 

 

 

 

Brenda “Tweeti” Barnett-Johnson 

Wins Secretary of the Year award for 2017-18 season 

At the NCAUSBCA 13th Annual Membership Meeting on February 24, 2019 

Brenda “Tweeti” Barnett-Johnson of the Wednesday AM Retirees league at Crofton Centre, 

was honored as “NCAUSBCA 2017-2018 Secretary of the Year” for the impeccable service 

she rendered her league during the 2017-18 season. Association office staffer Tena Boone said, 

“She’s very efficient: In fact, her league’s award applications usually arrive by the next 

morning.” In addition, Tweeti offered outstanding support of NCAUSBCA functions. 



SASSY BUT CLASSY LADIES CELEBRATE THEIR 10TH ANNIVERSARY 

SEPTEMBER 14, 2019 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Left to right: Dena Spain (Co-Founder), Sheila Small (Secretary), Sheila Wise (Co-Founder), 

Angela Collick (Treasurer), Algeria Tate (Vice-President), Shelby Hollins (Sargent at Arms) and 

Serena Goodwin (President) 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 



 



The year 2020 started as any other – nothing eventful. Then in mid-March, we found ourselves in the middle of 

a pandemic called the Coronavirus (referred to as COVID-19) that not only hit our country, but the world. 

Thousands of people contracted the virus and many lost their life to the virus. People were stunned! Our 

normal world was no longer normal! 

 

Nobody really knew what caused the virus (especially being worldwide), there was no immediate cure, and it 

seemed far in the future before a vaccine would be developed to offset the virus that was running rampant. 

Everyone was quarantined and panic set in. Businesses shut down, jobs were on hold, church doors closed, 

bowling centers were forced to close also. Nobody could predict what tomorrow would bring. Family members 

and friends were becoming sick, but you could not assist for fear you would also become a victim. 

 

As a result of the events taking place, the Board of Directors made a decision to forego all activities of the Club. 

The Club would no longer hold in-person meetings or require members to pay monthly dues. Since the bowling 

centers were closed, of course, there were no bowling tournaments or bowling league activities. Our bowling 

world came to a complete halt! 

 

In September, a ZOOM meeting was held to check on members since we were no longer in contact through our 

various activities. We were thankful for the technology that allowed us to see other members’ faces, and to talk 

and catch up on each other. 

 

The Board decided to postpone until further notice any Club activities. Development of a vaccine allowed 

people to be vaccinated and begin to return to “normal”. As a result, the Board determined the Club could be 

reactivated by the 2021-2022 bowling season. 

 

**Officers were to be elected in 2021; however, the pandemic precluded the Club from holding this event. The 

Executive Board continued to serve during the pandemic and when SBCL reactivated in August 2022. Election 

of officers was postponed until 2023. A call for nominations and election will occur in August 2023. Officers 

will be installed September 2023. 

 

On December 17, 2022, the Club celebrated the holidays, the first major event since reactivating the Club after 

COVID-19. 
 



  
 

 

 

 



    
 

 

 

 



   
 

 

 

 



     
 

 

 

 



    
 

 

 

 



At the January Meeting 2023, Shaquanda Goss volunteered to become the new Events Coordinator. 
 

Shaquanda Goss resigned effective December 31, 2025. 

At the General Meeting on July 12, 2025, Eugenia Durham-Sims volunteered to become the Events Coordinator. 

 

 

Officers were installed by Founder, Dena Spain, September 9, 2023.  Members elected to continue with the 

current officers on July 12, 2025.  Officers will serve a new term from September 2025 to September 2027. 

 

SBCL OFFICERS 2023-2027 

 

Algeria tate anita connelly 
President VICE-PRESIDENT 



 

Angela collick Sheila small shelby hollins  
TREasurer SECRETARY SERGEANT-AT-ARMS  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
            

 
 
     Dena spain                  
founder
  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

                   Sheila wISE 
                  cofounder 

 

 

    
 
 

   

 
 
 

   



 

 
             Tournament Coordinators 
 

        Marie lomax  Clorodet Christmas 

Tournament coordinator assistant tournament 
                  Resigned August 2024    Coordinator 

                              Resigned november 2024 
 

 

                                                      
 

                   Diane garrett     patricia norcome 

           Tournament coordinator   asst. tournament coordinator 

       OCTOBER 2024      MARCH 2025    
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SBCL CELEBRATES THEIR 14th ANNIVERSARY ON THE SPIRIT OF WASHINGTON 
SEPTEMBER 16, 2023 

 

 



  
 

 

 

 



SASSY BUT CLASSY LADIES EVENTS COMMITTEE 

 

 

 

SASSY BUT CLASSY LADIES AND GUESTS 

  
 



  
 

 

 



 
 

 

 



  
 

 

 



   
 

 

 



  
 

 

 



   
 

 

 



 
 

 

 



DANCE PARTY 

   
 

 

 



   
 

 

 



   
 

 



DURING THE MONTH OF OCTOBER 2023 

SASSY BUT CLASSY LADIES SHOWED SUPPORT AND DEMONSTRATED 

BREAST CANCER AWARENESS BY WEARING PINK 

DURING VARIOUS BOWLING LEAGUES AND TOURNAMENTS 

 

SBC Ladies WEDNESDAY AM RETIREES AT CROFTON BOWLING CENTER 



  
SHAQUANDA GOSS AND SANDRA COLBERT-BOX 

OCTOBER 7-8, 2023 TURTLE TOURNAMENT 
ATLANTA, GA 

 

MONDAY MORNING TRIOS (ALICE ELLIS-WILLIAMS, BRENDA BARNETT JOHNSON, 
EUGENIA MCDONALD, DENA SPAIN AND ALGERIA TATE 



  
ANDRE COPELIN SHOWS SUPPORT WITH SBC LADIES  WEDNESDAY AM RETIREES 

MELISSA CROMARTIE HOLTON, WENDI SYDNOR, SHOW SUPPORT WEARING PINK 
SHERRY COPLIN AND ANGELA POE JOHNNIE AND KATIE HOLLOWAY 

MONDAY NIGHT MIXERS AMF WALDORF  WITH SATCH PARKS 
 

BREAST CANCER SURVIVOR TAVAWYAHA BATTS  SBC LADIES ALGERIA TATE 
WITH TEAMMATE WILLIAM JOPPY AND SBC LADIES   DOROTHY CAMPBELL 
PAULETTE BETHEL AND VERLA SUTTON DEANS WEDNESDAY AM RETIREES 



 
FRIDAY NIGHT SPECIAL LEAGUE SASSY BUT CLASSY LADIES (VANESSA WISEMAN, 
MARIE LOMAX, ESSIE PETERSON, MELISSA CROMARTIE HOLTON AND DENA SPAIN) 

MARLOW HEIGHTS BOWLING CENTER 
 

VANESSA WISEMAN AND MARY McDANIEL  BRENDA GAITHER, DENA SPAIN, DOROTHY CAMPBELL 
TUESDAY MORNING MIX LEAGUE WITH LEAGUE SUPPORTER ODELL ALLEN WEDNESDAY 

MARLOW HEIGHTS BOWLING CENTER AM RETIREES LEAGUE CROFTON BOWLING CENTER 



 
BREAST CANCER SURVIVOR ARNETTA PERRY (SECOND FROM LRFT) WITH 
SBC LADIES BRENDA JACKSON, SHERRI EDWARDS AND SHIRLEY HALL 

WEDNESDAY AM RETIREES LEAGUE CROFTON BOWLING CENTER 
 

BREAST CANCER SURVIVOR MILLIE SMITH   FAMILY TEAM SUPPORT WITH 
(CENTER) WITH FELLOW BOWLERS SBC LADY EVELYN HOOKER, WILLIAM HOOKER, 
AND ANTOINETTE FORD-MILLER  AND BARBARA HUTCHINSON 



  
BREAST CANCER SUPPORTER SBC LADIES dena spain and Barbara james 

DEBORAH JOHNSON AND HELEN KEMP   bowl for the cure 
MARLOW HEIGHTS BOWLING CENTER  greenway bowling center 

 

SBC LADIES ALICE ELLIS-WILLIAMS, EVELYN HOOKER, CLARA COLBERT, 
CLORODET CHRISTMAS, ESSIE PETERSON, AND MARIE LOMAX 

INEZ GOLDEN KEGLERS LEAGUE AMF WALDORF 



 
SBC LADIES PIA PERRY, ESSIE PETERSON, EVELYN HOOKER, MARIE LOMAX, 

CLORODET CHRISTMAS, RENEE SHORTER, AND CLARA COLBERT 
INEZ GOLDEN KEGLERS LEAGUE AMF WALDORF 

 

SBC LADIES SHAQUANDA GOSS, BARBARA JAMES,  SHAQUANDA GOSS 
tracy staton, STEPHANIE OWENS, AND SHEILA SMALL MONDAY NIGHT TRIOS CROFTON 

MONDAY NIGHT TRIOS CROFTON BOWLING CENTER 



  
LILLIAN STATEN, SHIRLEY HALL, METRO GENT WILLIAM HOOKER, SBCL EVELYN HOOKER 
BRENDA BARNETT JOHNSON, and barbara Hutchinson with 

LOIS KING AND BRENDA JACKSON michielle and leon Thomas 
who lost their mothers to breast cancer 

WEDNSDAY AM RETIREES league CROFTON bowling center 
 

SBC LADIES VERLA SUTTON-DEANS, JUANA HAWKINS 
BRENDA JACKSON, AND ALICE ELLIS-WILLIAMS SUPPORTING BREAST CANCER AWARENESS 

WEDNESDAY AM RETIREES CROFTON BOWLING CENTER 



  
JOHNETTA GRIMES WITH COUSIN THELMA MELSON WHO IS A BREAST CANCER SURVIVOR 

 

SBC LADIES MARIE LOMAX, PAT ANDERSON, VANESSA WISEMAN, ANGELA HALL, AND DENA SPAIN 
MONDAY NIGHT ROLLERS 

MARLOW HEIGHTS BOWLING CENTER 



SBCL PAINT AND SIP 
MUSE PAINTBAR NATIONAL HARBOR 

APRIL 20, 2024 

 
SBCL LADIES GETTING READY 

 

 

 



   
 

 



  
 

 



JOYCE HARRIS AND PAULETTE BETHEL OPTED FOR DIFFERENT PAINTINGS 
 

 
CONGRATULATIONS TO ATASHA TOLVER FOR BEST PAINTING 

 



 
 



Sassy but classy ladies 
15th anniversary celebration 

September 22, 2024 
 

 

   
                  Executive Board                                             EVENTS COMMITTEE 
 

                                                                        ATTENDEES 

   

              



    

     

     
 

 

           

 

   
 



              
 

    
 

 

    



  
 

              
 

                       
 

  



                 
 

 

 
 

          



               
 

                   
 

                              



                   
 

 

                 
 

                



         
 

 

  
 

                    
 

 
 



        
 

                
 

  



      
 

         
 

                          



                       
                                        

                                                     RAFFLE TIME  
 

                                                 

 
 AND THE WINNERS ARE 
 

                             



                   
 

                OUR FOUNDER, DENA SPAIN, ADDRESSES ATTENDEES 

                                     
                       

            DENA IS PRESENTED WITH A TOKEN OF  
                        APPRECIATION FOR 15 YEARS OF LEADERSHIP 
 

            
 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                 TIME TO PARTY 

                              
 

                      
 

                         



                       
 

       
 

                            



                
 

           
 

    
                                      

 

  



SASSY BUT CLASSY LADIES 
FIRST ANNUAL BREAST CANCER FUNDRAISER 

BOWLING TOURNAMENT 
OCTOBER 19, 2024 

CROFTON BOWLING CENTER 
 

 
SASSY BUT CLASSY LADIES BOWLING CLUB 

 

 
METROPOLITAN GENTS BOWLING CLUB 

 



 
BREAST CANCER SURVIVORS  

 
CHECK IN 

                            

 
                                                                     RAFFLE 

                                                            
  



                                       

  
                                                 RAFFLE WINNERS 

                          
                   

                     
 

                                                       MYSTERY GAME 

       
 
 



BRACKETS 

     
      

SILENT AUCTION 

  
 

            
 

    
 

 

 



   
TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR, EUGENIA MCDONALD (RIGHT) 

KICKS OFF TOURNAMENT WITH ANGELA HALL (LEFT), SBCL TREASURER 
 

PARTICIPANTS 

   
 

   
 

   



  
 

  
 

   
 

                     



        
 

       
 

   
 

         
 

 

 

 

 

 



                  
 

                   
 

                    
 

                              



  
 

                               
 

                            

 
CANDID SHOTS 

      



     
 

            
 

    
 

               
 

 

 

 



    
         

      
 

   
 

      



              
 

   
    

                
 

       



         
 

  



 

IN MEMORY OF OUR FALLEN SISTERS 
 

 

 

V. Ann “Peaches” Butler 
 
 

 

Marsha “Short Pockets” Taylor 
December 17, 2017 



  
LeVerne Green Kassandra Smil 

September 13, 2018 February 7, 2018 
 
 

 

Gwendolyn Brown 
May 6, 2020 



       
Sandra Collin Angela “8 Ball” Hale                            Ruby Gill 
June 9, 2021 February 2024                                April 25, 2024 

 

 
Samatha Taylor 

December 21, 2024 

 

 

Updated January 2025 


